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Gentlemen, 

In  compiling  my  report  for  the  past  year  I almost 
sigh  for  something  which  would  give  me  a fair  subject  for 
criticism  in  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district.  The 
Council  have  during  this  year  shown  a commendable 
anxiety  to  have  the  district  kept  in  a high  state  of  sanita- 
tion and  thus  assist  in  maintaining  the  proverbial  healthiness 
of  the  community.  The  various  improvements  which  have 
been  effected  and  those  in  progress  will  be  treated  under 
their  respective  headings. 


In  my  last  annual  report  I estimated  the  population 
of  the  district  at  4,500,  which  was  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
actual  number,  as  ascertained  by  the  census  taken  in  April, 
which  was  4,426.  For  the  present  report,  estimating  the 
population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  the  same  number 
which  I took  last  year,  viz.,  4,500,  I think  I shall  be 
practically  correct. 

Beatii-Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
67,  < being  15  more  than  last  year),  giving  a death-rate  of 
T4’S  per  1,000,  from  which  we  may  deduct  5 persons  drowned 
(two  of  which  did  not  belong  to  the  district),  which  reduces 
the  death-rate  to  I3'7  per  1,000.  There  were  7 premature 
births,  which  may  justly  be  deducted  from  the  total,  which 
futher  reduces  the  death-rate  to  i2’2  per  1,000.  This  death- 
rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  which  was  ii’46  per 
1,000  but  considerably  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past 
ten  years.  It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  the  community  to 
maintain  now  for  so  many  years  such  a low  death-rate. 
Had  it  not  been  for  a rather  serious  epidemic  of  Enteritis 
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among  children  in  September,  which  carried  off  no  fewer 
than  six  under  one  year  and  was  accountable  for  deaths  in 
the  following  month  which  might  be  indirectly  traced  to  the 
weakening  and  exhaustion  from  a previous  attack  of  Enteritis, 
I should  probably  have  had  to  present  you  with  another  record 
death-rate. 


Highest  and  Lowest  Death-Rates. 

The  first  quarter  of  the  year  gave  the  lowest  death- 
rate,  viz.,  8 per  1,000.  The  second  and  third  quarters  gave 
exactly  the  same,  viz.,  15' i per  1,000.  The  fourth  quarter 
gave  the  highest  rate,  viz.,  204  per  1,000  The  mortality  was 
highest  in  September,  when  10  deaths  were  registered,  giving 
a death-rate  of  26’6  per  1,000  for  that  month.  It  was  lowest 
in  July,  when  only  one  person  died,  giving  a death-rate  of 
2'6  per  1,000, 

Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  total  67  deaths  25  were  of  infants  under  one 
year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  of  5'5  per  1,000  of  population 
or  158  per  1,000  of  children  born.  This  is  slightly  above 
the  rate  of  last  year,  which  was  4 per  r,ooo,  but  is  just 
about  the  average  for  the  past  10  years.  The  higher  death- 
rate,  as  above  stated,  was  attributed  to  a serious  epidemic  of 
Diarrhoea  or  Enteritis,  which  was  extremely  fatal  to  children. 
This  is  a most  peculiar  annual  epidemic  which  occur;  in 
varying  severity  about  the  months  of  August  and  September. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  due  to  an  organism  or  bacillus  which 
is  virulent  only  during  the  extreme  heat  at  that  season  of  the 
year.  The  bacillus  seems  to  cause  intense  inflammation  of 
the  intestinal  tract  and  subsequently  the  ptomaines  or  pro- 
ducts produced  by  the  bacillus  cause  general  poisoning  of  the 
entire  system  and  hence  the  high  mortality  among  the  young 
and  immature  infants.  Parents  cannot  be  too  careful  at  that 
season  in  the  food  supplied  to  children.  New  milk  should 
be  the  only  diet  children  under  one  year  should  receive  at  that 
time.  Treatment  should  be  directed  towards  destroying  those 
organisms  by  antiseptic  means,  and  the  strength  of  the  patient 
should  be  the  first  care  and  as  far  as  possible  maintained  so 
as  to  resist  the  weakening  effects  of  the  ptomaines.  Five 
deaths  occurred  in  children  between  one  and  five  years.  Eight 
in  persons  over  sixty-five,  one  of  which  had  reached  the  mature 
age  of  eighty-nine. 
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Causes  of  Mortality. 

Whooping-Cough  and  its  sequelae,  viz.,  Broncho- 
Pneumonia,  accounted  for  two  deaths.  Enteritis  for  five 
and  was  no  doubt  the  predisposing  cause  of  many  which 
were  registered  as  due  to  convulsions.  Four  deaths  were 
due  to  Phthisis,  which  is  comparatively  low,  and  five  to 
other  Tubercular  diseases.  The  death-rate  from  Cancer 
is  much  higher  than  in  any  preceding  year,  as  no  fewer 
than  five  resulted  from  that  cause.  Bronchitis  claimed 
two  victims  and  Pneumonia  four.  Seven  were  due  to 
Cardiac  diseases  and  five  were  caused  by  drowning.  Seven 
were  of  intants  of  premature  birth.  There  is  nothing 
requiring  special  comment  as  to  the  general  causes  of 
mortality. 

General  Health. 

1 he  General  Health  of  the  community  has  through- 
out the  year  been  exceptionally  good,  with,  perhaps,  the 
exception  of  September  and  October,  when  the  epidemic 
of  Enteritis  was  prevalent,  by  which  adults  were  more  or 
less  affected  as  well  as  children.  Influenza  paid  its  annual 
visit  in  the  spring ; but  the  type  of  the  disease  was  a 
very  much  modified  one  from  that  previously  experienced. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Twenty-five  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  noti- 
fied, all  of  which  were  of  a mild  type  of  Scarlet-Fever, 
more  or  less  sporadic  in  its  incidence.  Only  about  a dozen 
families  were  affected.  A few  cases  occurred  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year  and  then  it  seemed  to  die  out.  About 
August  infection  seemed  to  have  been  brought  from  a 
neighbouring  district,  and  from  then  to  the  end  of  the 
vear  an  occasional  case  was  notified.  P'ortunately,  it  never 
reached  an  epidemic  in  its  proportion.  The  district  has 
been  quite  free  from  any  other  notifiable  disease,  which  is 
an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  high  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district.  Mild  epidemics  of  Chicken-Pox,  Whooping-Cough 
and  Mumps  occurred  at  varying  times  throughout  the 
year,  but,  with  the  exception  of  Whooping-Cough,  had  no 
effect  on  the  death-rate. 


Birth-Rate. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  births  were  registered 
(of  which  eighty  were  males  and  seventy-eight  females), 
giving  a birth-rate  of  35T  per  1,000,  which  is  practically 
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the  same  as  last  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  a con- 
tinuance of  a healthy  natural  increase  in  the  population. 

Water  Supply. 

The  present  supply  continues  to  gives  the  greatest 
satisfaction  by  its  excellent  quality  and  the  almost  unlimited 
quantity.  Throughout  the  extreme  drought  of  the  past 
year  we  had  a full  supply  and  sufficient  for  quite  double 
our  present  population.  Last  year  I noted  the  surprising 
effect  it  had,  in  part  at  least,  in  reducing  the  death-rate 
and  I have  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  then  formed. 

I am  pleased  that  negotiations  have  almost  been  completed 
during  the  year  whereby  a revenue  will  result  from  the 
surplus  sale,  which  will  almost  free  the  supply  of  any  tax 
to  the  district.  It  is  a wise  procedure  to  oblige  a neigh- 
bouring district,  whilst  at  the  same  time  conferring  a great 
benefit  on  the  local  community.  The  reservoirs  have  been 
carefully  cleaned  twice  during  the  year  under  the  able 
supervision  of  Mr.  Gibson.  Extensions  have  been  made 
in  various  new  streets.  I am  pleased  to  note  that  advan- 
tage has  been  taken  of  it  to  prevent  the  dust  nuisance, 
of  which  I complained  last  year. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  Supply  seems  to  give  satisfaction,  yet  I 
think  an  occasional  sample  should  be  submitted  for  analysis. 
The  method  of  distribution  is  still  open  to  some  objection, 
upon  which  I have  previously  reported. 

Sewers. 

The  Sewe:rs  have  been  regularly  flushed  and  kept 
in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition.  The  defects  which  I 
pointed  out  last  year  have  been  remedied  and  no  com- 
plaint has  reached  me  during  the  year.  I am  very  pleased 
to  see  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  this  direc- 
tion. I need  not  mention  the  various  im'provements 
seriatim,  as  this  has  already  been  so  ably  done  by  Mr. 
Gibson  in  his  annual  report. 

Ashpits. 

Here  again  I have  to  note  satisfactory  improvement. 
A great  number  have  been  abolished  during  the  year  and 
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few  now  require  the  attention  of  the  Council.  It  is  time 
the  Council  issued  a general  order  to  abolish  the  remainder 
and  so  clear  the  district  of  a most  unsightly  and  insanitary 
method  of  disposal  of  household  refuse.  Ashcloset  accom- 
modation has  been  provided  where  it  has  been  pointed 
out  to  be  deficient  in  several  tenemented  houses. 


Scavenging. 

Since  May  the  Scavenging  has  been  very  thoroughly 
carried  out  and  it  is  a credit  to  the  contractor,  who  is 
most  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Yards  and  Offices. 

These  in  most  cases  have  been  kept  clean  and  tidy. 
There  are  some  exceptions,  especially  in  tenemented  pro- 
pert  v,  which  are  not  to  the  credit  of  the  householders.  I 
think  the  landlord  should  assist  in  seeing  that  the  tenants 
cultivate  more  sanitary  habits. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

These  have  in  most  instances  been  kept  clean  and 
regularly  limewashed.  There  is  a tendency  still  to  care- 
lessness in  the  removal  of  offal  in  one  or  two  cases.  For 
their  own  comfort  and  the  public  good  they  should  give 
the  matter  most  careful  attention. 


Bake  Houses. 

These  have  been  well  kept  and  every  care  taken  to 
produce  wholesome  food. 

Cow  Sheds. 

There  are  few  in  the  district  but  they  generally  com- 
ply with  sanitary  requirements 


Mineral  Water  Manufactories. 

These  have  a clean  and  tidy  appearance,  and  evident 
care  is  exercised  in  producing  a non-stimulating  beverage. 
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Streets. 

In  reference  to  these,  quite  a transformation  has 
been  wrought  during  the  year  from  quagmires  to  whinstone 
chip  pavements  in  the  private  streets.  Nearly  all  the  pri- 
vate streets  have,  or  are  in  process  of,  being  made  up  in 
the  most  approved  method.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the 
Council  for  sanctioning  the  carrying  out  of  this  work  and 
to  your  Surveyor  for  the  energy  and  thoroughness  with 
which  the  work  is  done. 


Street  Improvement  Scheme. 

The  Public  Improvement  Scheme  has  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  works  are  now  in 
progress,  which,  when  completed,  will  give  a very  much 
improved  appearance  to  the  approaches  and  public  thorough- 
tares  generally.  Contracts  for  water-troughs  and  urinals  are 
already  in  the  contractors’  hands,  so  this  matter  will  cease 
trom  troubling. 

Houses. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  several  houses  in  various 
parts  of  the  town.  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  in  several  instances,  which  will  no 
doubt  relieve  the  overcrowding  to  which  the  Council’s 
attention  was  directed  in  my  last  report. 


sanitary  requirements. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  Scheme  which  I outlined  in  my  last  Report,  for 
the  provision  of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  has  received 
the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council,  and  I may  state 
that  after  deliberation  thereon,  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of 
this  Council  that  more  progress  has  not  been  made.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  workable  scheme  whereby  a 
hospital  can  be  erected  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  com- 
munity. I trust  that  in  the  coming  year  a modus  vivendi  will 
be  arrived  at,  so  that  we  may  have  the  co-operation  of  the 
neighbouring  Councils  in  the  matter. 
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Small-Pox  Hospital. 

The  many  out-breaks  of  Small-Pox  in  the  country 
render  our  position  very  insecure  from  the  ravages  of  that 
dire  disease.  Measures  should  be  taken  so  that  should  a 
case  occur  in  the  district,  immediate  isolation  would  be 
possible.  The  initial  expense  of  having  an  iron  hospital, 
whereby  the  first  case  could  be  isolated,  would  be  very  small 
indeed  compared  to  what  it  would  be  in  case  it  assumed 
the  proportion  of  an  epidemic  through  not  having  had  any 
provision  made.  I,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  this 
matter  for  the  immediate  and  earnest  consideration  of  the 
Council. 

Disinfector. 

This  matter  has  been  previously  brought  forward  in 
my  reports,  and  my  reasons  have  already  been  fully 
explained  for  so  doing.  As  yet  no  action  has  been  taken 
by  the  Council  in  this  matter. 

Mortuary. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  a site  has  been  selected 
for  a Mortuary,  and  its  erection,  I presume,  is  contemplated 
by  the  Council  at  an  early  date. 

Overcrowding, 

The  has  been  a marked  decrease  in  Overcrowding 
owing  to  the  more  rapid  progress  which  is  being  made 
in  the  erection  of  new  houses.  There  are  still  a few 
cases  where  accommodation  for  the  size  of  the  families  is 
very  limited. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act. 

Advantage  is  being  gradually  taken  of  the  provision 
of  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  and  this  has  a 
decidedly  beneficial  effect  from  a health  point  of  view. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890). 

This  Act  has  again  been  under  discussion  in  the 
Council,  but  its  advantages  have  not  been  apparent  to  the 
majority  of  the  members.  It  has,  therefore,  as  yet  not 
been  adopted. 
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Port  Sanitation. 

No  case  of  any  suspected  infectious  disease  has  been 
reported  to  me  on  any  of  the  ships  visiting  the  harbour. 

Insanitary  Conditions. 

Various  matters  of  sanitary  importance  have  from 
time  to  time  been  brought  before  the  Council  in  my 
monthly  reports  and  have  in  most  instances  received  due 
attention  by  those  concerned. 

Year  as  a whole. 

I may  this  year  repeat  the  retrospect  with  which  I 
concluded  my  last  year’s  Report  : that,  taking  the  year  as  a 
whole,  there  is  good  reason  for  congratulation  on  the  steady 
progress  in  sanitary  matters  which  has  taken  place.  This 
is  reflected  in  the  almost  total  absence  of  any  Epidemics  of 
Infectious  Diseases  and  the  low  death-rate  it  is  my  privilege 
and  pleasure  to  report.  I may  again  repeat  that  I have  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  recommending  Amble  as  a first- 
class  health  resort,  and  I trust  the  Railway  Company  will 
sufficiently  appreciate  this  fact  and  afford  visitors  proper 
facilities  of  access  during  the  summer  months.  I trust  that  in 
the  coming  3/ear  the  Council  will  still  further  lessen  my 
criticism,  and  so  save  me  the  tedium  of  such  an  extended 
Report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

UX.  S|WYTH,  M.B.,  C.W • 
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AMBLE  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1901. 


Population 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 

Deaths 

Ages. 

AT  ALL 

Total. 

Year. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Bate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1S91 

3,000  j 

121 

40-3 

16 

132-23 

65 

21*6 

1892. 

3,000 

132 

44*0 

18 

136-3 

48 

16-0 

1S93. 

3,000 

117 

39-0 

17 

145-3 

47 

15  6 

1S94. 

3,500 

141 

40-29 

19 

134-7 

72 

20-58 

1895. 

4,000 

143 

35-75 

25 

174-8 

71 

17-75 

1S96. 

4,000 

142 

35-5 

19 

133-8 

58 

14-5 

1897. 

4,500 

143 

31-7 

25 

174-8 

65 

14-4 

1S9S. 

4,500 

156 

34-66 

23 

147-4 

66 

14-6 

1899 

4 500 

138 

30-66 

33 

239-1 

69 

15-3 

1900. 

4,500 

160 

35*5 

IS 

112-5 

52 

11-46 

Averages 
for  vears 
1891-1900. 

3,850 

139-3 

36-7 

21-3 

153-09 

61-3 

16-17 

1901. 

4,000 

15S 

35-1 

25 

158-21 

67 

14-8 

* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of 
those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actuually  occurred  within  the  dis- 
trict or  division. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  4,426.  \ § . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  950.  § § 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-7.  ) ^"S 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1,218. 

1 

l 
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DISTRICT  OF  AMBLE. 

TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  1901  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


1 Name  of 

Locality. 

AMBLE. 

l!  £ 
§!*• 

CO  CD 
^ 0> 

J5 

“1 

fchs 

year. 

Year. 

'33  .2 

.a 

d _ 

a;  r—t 

d r"< 

P (P  o 

M to 

P rt 

(2  a ° 

d 

a 

b 

C 

d 

1891 

3,000 

121 

65 

16 

1892 

3,000 

132 

48 

18 

1893 

3,000 

117 

47 

17 

1894 

3,500 

141 

72 

19 

1895 

4,000 

143 

71 

25 

1896 

4,000 

142 

58 

19 

1897 

4,500 

143 

65 

25 

1898 

4,500 

156 

66 

23 

1899 

4,500 

138 

69 

33 

1900 

4,500 

160 

52 

18 

Averages  ' 
of  years  f 
1891  to  ( 

3,850 

1,393 

61-3 

21-3 

1900.  ) 

1 

1 901 

4,500 

158 

67 

25 
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